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Location And Area. Estancia Valley lies near the geographic
center of New Mexico, south of Santa Fe and east of
Albuquerque. The valley is a depression with no drainage
outlet. It has a maximum extent of about 65 miles north and
south and 40 miles east and west, and includes an area of
about 2,000 square miles. Geographic Relations. On the west
Estancia Valley is separated from the Rio Grande valley by a
mountain wall; on the east it is bordered by a maze of hills
which divide it from the upland that slopes toward the Pecos
Valley; on the north it rises gradually until it ends abruptly as a
plateau overlooking the valley of Galisteo Creek, which flows
westward into the Rio Grande; on the southwest it is terminated
by a mesa; and on the southeast, where it is hemmed in
between the mesa and the hills, it is separated by a low divide
from another closed basin. Development. This valley has long...
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