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s captain, John Codman was a wealthy fifty-eight year old slave master and landowner in Charlestown when he
was murdered by his three slaves, Phillis, Phoebe, and Mark Codman in 1755 This celebrated case has become
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perhaps most important, however, the story of Mark, Phillis, and the other slaves involved in the plot serves as a
window through which the modern observer may view a topic many would like to forget - the functioning of
the chattel slave system in the northern colonies in all its inhumanity and brutality. Although the nature of
slavery in the North differed somewhat from the slavery of the South due to the relative scarcity of large
plantations, there were slaves living in Boston, and in other Massachusetts towns, until 1783, when slavery was
legally abolished in Massachusetts. Most wealthy people, and even many middling families owned slaves. At
least one slave, and possibly as many as five were owned by Robert Howard, the...
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