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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1900 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XXXIV PEACE DOCTOR DICK contrived to squirm
out of the death-clutch, and crawled into the higher end of the hulk, where there was space for breathing.
There he lay until the tide fell and the coastguards quitted the wreck. Then he crept aft again, and, groping
about in the pitch dark, laid hands upon the dead sailor and changed clothes with him. That was a gruesome
business, unnecessary to tell in detail--a revolting barter with the dead, from which any man would have shrunk
whose memory was not haunted by the clank of the shackle. Before daylight he had crossed the Chesil Beach;
the downs beyond Weymouth were reached by sunrise. The wind was freshening, the clouds were dispersed,
and looking across the east bay, Doctor Dick saw Portland for the last time. Turning his eye in the opposite
direction he caught sight of a church tower nestling in the bosom of the downs; that indicated a village nt
where he might get food to satisfy the cravings of hunger which were already pinching his stomach. As he
plunged down the hill he could have shouted in the mad joy of escape and the prospect of gorging his appetite.
He was little better than a wild beast turned loose; his sole restraint at this time was the dread of capture. With
common prudence he felt that he was pretty safe now. Who would know him for an escaped convict? In the
rough...
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