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Just So Stories, in 1905 Kipling serialized a thrilling science fiction novella, With the Night Mail: A Story of 2000
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weather -- about a planet-wide Aerial Board of Control, which enforces a rigid system of command and control
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Kipling got so excited by his own utopian vision that when the story first appeared in McClure's Magazine, it was
accompanied by phony advertisements for dirigible and aeronautical products that he'd written, plus other
ersatz magazine clippings. In one of these latter, we read that the Aerial Board of Control had effectively
outlawed war in 1967 -- by "reserving to every nation the right of waging war so long as it does not interfere
with traffic and all that that implies." This turns out to imply a great deal! In Kipling's 1912 followup story, "As
Easy As A.B.C.," which is set 65 years after With the Night Mail, we learn just how complete the Aerial Board's
control is over the social and economic affairs of every nation. When a mob of disgruntled "Serviles" in the
District of Northern Illinois demands the return of democracy, the A.B.C. sends a team of troubleshooters (from
England, Russia, Japan, and Italy) and a...
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